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Chris Jones, Theater Critic and Editorial Page Editor, Chicago Tribune.

About our speaker: Chris Jones is the longtime chief theatre critic, culture
columnist, and editorial page editor for the Chicago Tribune where he has
been on staff since 2002. In 2016, the New York Times cited Jones as an
important reason that Broadway shows try out in Chicago, noting the role

his reviews have played in helping producers improve the productions for

New York runs.

In 2021, as reported by the Tribune: The Chicago Tribune has named its
longtime theater critic, Chris Jones, as editorial page editor. Jones, who
has been the newspaper’s chief theater critic and a leading voice for
Chicago’s cultural scene for nearly two decades, will take the helm of a
downsized editorial board July 12, seeking to write a new chapter for
himself and the city’s most influential opinion platform.

Chris Jones’ book Rise Up! Broadway and American Society from Angels
in America to Hamilton was published providing the reader a “lively and
detailed front-row-seat account and critical analysis of Broadway’s
renaissance.”

In 2013, his book Bigger, Brighter, Louder: 150 Years of Chicago Theater
showcased the plays, writers and productions that went on to shape the
country’s theatrical landscape. A tryout of A Raisin in the Sun with then
unknown Sidney Poitier, a “lost” interview with Tennessee Williams, the first
performance of the musical Grease, and the biting wit of Claudia Cassidy
and Peregrine Pickle are collected among dozens of reviews, each
featuring commentary by Jones that puts the excerpt into cultural and
historical context. In 2015, Jones also wrote the introduction to How to
Write About Theater, a book published by Methuen. A native of
Manchester, England, Jones earned a doctorate from the Ohio State
University.

To view Chris Jones’ latest reviews, click here:
https://www.chicagotribune.com/author/chris-jones/
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